In the northeastern United States, food production has taken different forms over time, and management of soil and water has been accelerated by agricultural and urban dynamics. This rich and varied land use history makes the region a prime location to unite conservation experts to preserve our natural resources.
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM -EDUCATIONAL TRAINING TOURS
All tours will take place on Wednesday, July 31. Departure and return times are subject to change. Final details will be provided at www.swcs.org/19AC. The tours will give exposure to interesting and informative conservation work happening in the area. Be sure to register early to secure a seat. SWCS reserves the right to cancel a tour that does not have the minimum number of attendees and to change the maximum number of attendees.
TOUR #1: AGRICULTURE IN AN EVER-CHANGING WORLD
Wednesday, July 31 7:45 am -5:15 pm This tour will focus on how producers of agriculture in western Pennsylvania have adapted their farming practices in response to the changing dynamics of the population. The first stop is at a multigenerational dairy, Grassycrest Farms. This large, conventional dairy is continuously adopting new conservation practices to protect soil and water quality and is most recently preparing to install a methane digester to supply electricity to the local community. The second stop features Kingview Meads, producers who appreciate the hard work of honey bees in producing their mead wine. A tour of the idyllic property will reveal how they are working with local beekeeping associations and educating the public about the importance of pollinators. Following the picnic lunch that will be provided by Freedom Farms (Farm Kings), the tour will proceed through the nearby Amish village of Volant and surrounding farms. The Amish have been located in this area for over a hundred years and continue to maintain their distinct lifestyle. The final stop features Ronald Gargasz's Organic Beef Farm, which supplies grass-fed beef directly to Pittsburgh through restaurants and CSAs, in addition to local freezer beef sales. Gargasz has raised organic products since the early 1980s and has participated in universitysponsored research studies that have explored why grass-fed meats are healthier that grain-finished beef. All these farms are within an hour's drive of Pittsburgh and showcase the different types of agriculture in western Pennsylvania. Agricultural practices and products must continue to adapt to remain relevant and essential in this ever-changing world. Urban agriculture is a growing trend in many cities across the country, but its origins trace back to the victory gardens of World War II and the home plots of immigrants hoping to maintain a culture and feed their families. In the Pittsburgh region, where earlier economic downturn left thousands of vacant and abandoned plots of land, many individuals and organizations are reclaiming this legacy and driving it forward as they seek to create small businesses, feed their communities with fresh produce, and educate local residents and new farmers. This tour will start at Grow Pittsburgh's Braddock Farms, a one-acre nonprofit operation in the shadow of an active steel mill. The farm serves a dual purpose: growing produce for local residents of the community and educating youth through apprenticeship programs and workshops. The tour will then travel to the Homewood Historical Urban Farm, where the Black Urban Gardeners and Farmers Co-Op is reclaiming the legacy of black urban agriculture, fighting food apartheid by growing fresh vegetables within the community, and advocating for social change and equitable land policies. Last, the group will visit the new Hilltop Urban Farm, which is the largest urban farm in the United States. Established on the former site of the St. Clair Public Housing Project, the urban farm is in the pilot year of its Farmer Incubation Program after a season of soil remediation and cover cropping. The farm provides land and training to urban farmers as they seek to grow their businesses and professionalize their operations. Additionally, there is a school garden for nearby students and a newly planted orchard. 
POSTER PRESENTATIONS
Poster presentations report the results of research or lessons learned on a specific theme-related topic. Posters will be on display throughout the conference in the Exhibit Hall, and presenters will be available during exhibit hours.
CONSERVATION ECONOMICS AND POLICY
• Measuring Soil Health Benefits on Private Rangelands through Wyoming Ranchers' Profitability from Improved Forage Production New members and conference first timers will have the opportunity to network with one another and discuss the conference with SWCS leadership and Board of Directors members who will share tips for navigating the agenda, connecting with fellow conservationists, and making the most out of time spent at the conference. Attendees are encouraged to use this time to ask questions about the conference and the Society. Attendance is also encouraged for students and early career professionals.
CONSERVATION MODELS, TOOLS, AND TECHNOLOGIES

Student and Early Career Professional Development Session
4:30 pm -5:00 pm SWCS will hold a special session for student and early career professional attendees. The session will highlight the professional development opportunities throughout the conference, discuss benefits of an SWCS membership, provide tips for engaging in professional networking, and more. Attendance is encouraged for professionals wishing to connect with students. This year's conference reception, organized by the Keystone Chapter of SWCS, will include a selection of themed dishes/ appetizers highlighting the local flavor of Pittsburgh, along with a cash bar. Spend time networking with colleagues from 5:00 PM to 5:30 PM, followed by presentations from presenters and opportunity to ask questions. A local band will provide musical entertainment.
REGIONAL FORUM AND FLAVOR RECEPTION
In this opening session, three speakers will introduce the clean water challenges facing Pennsylvania and give a taste of the stewardship culture motivating farmers and other land managers in rural and urban areas to protect and enhance water quality while making a living on the land. Agricultural practices, nutrient input, mining, stormwater, and dams have left their mark on water quality in local and downstream communities across the major watersheds draining into the Chesapeake Bay, Ohio River, and Delaware Bay. While people across the nation watch closely what their fellow citizens are doing to care for the Chesapeake Bay, western Pennsylvanians are the stewards of the headwaters of the mighty Ohio River, a critical transportation artery connecting the East Coast and the Midwest. Additionally, at the eastern end of the Commonwealth, Pennsylvanians care for half of the highly urbanized Delaware Basin's land area, contributing to waters used by over 15 million people (roughly 5% of the nation's population). As an example of one of the great challenges-meeting total maximum daily load limits for nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment set for the Chesapeake Bay in 2010 by the Environmental Protection Agency and Pennsylvania-multiple Watershed Implementation Plans (WIPs) are being put into action to achieve bay restoration goals. All across the Commonwealth, major strides have already been made by farmers and municipalities toward overcoming "divides" and uniting to meet local and regional clean water goals. As these efforts continue, new avenues for sustainable and profitable agriculture are being explored. The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), in conjunction with SWCS, will host the Conservation Practice Standards and Tools Showcase at the SWCS Annual Conference. In order to enhance the customer experience in receiving conservation assistance, NRCS is undertaking efforts to modernize and streamline our conservation delivery process. This showcase includes a review of conservation practice standards, state-created innovations, and an update on the development of the Conservation Assessment Ranking Tool (CART). Presentations in this track will highlight progress to automate processes, reduce time between requests for assistance and on-the-ground conservation actions, and implement changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill. Come learn about innovations and strategies that help minimize complexity and eliminate redundancy to accelerate the delivery of comprehensive conservation planning, ecological science-based systems, engineering practices, and highly erodible land and wetland conservation compliance assistance.
TUESDAY, JULY 30
Awards Luncheon 12:00 pm -1:30 pm
Winners of this year's SWCS awards will be honored during this luncheon. A ticket for this event is included with full conference registration and Tuesday-only registration. Additional tickets may be purchased online in advance for guests or at the registration table if available. 
EVENTS, MEETINGS, AND LUNCHEON
Continuing Education Units/Credits (CEUs )
Attendees who wish to receive CEUs should designate the certification program for which they are seeking CEUs when registering for the conference. SWCS will arrange for Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) credits in the soil and water area. By attending the full conference and workshops, attendees have the ability to earn up to 20.5 CEUs. Additionally, SWCS will work with attendees to arrange credits for certified, licensed, or professional engineers (PE); agronomists (CPAg); soil scientists and classifiers (CPSS and CPSC); crop consultants (CPCC); foresters; range managers (CPRM); grassland professionals (CGP); professionals in erosion and sediment control (CPESC) and storm water quality (CPSWQ); and others as requested. Payments for conference registrations, workshops, tours, meal functions, or special event tickets must accompany registration and will be accepted in US funds only-credit card (Visa, MasterCard, or American Express) or check. Cancellation of conference registrations, workshops, tours, meal functions, or special event tickets must be received in writing no later than July 3, 2019, to be eligible for a refund. If a cancellation is received on or prior to July 3, a full refund will be issued less a $75 processing fee per conference registration, a $25 processing fee per workshop and tour ticket, and a $5 processing fee per special event ticketed items. Due to contract commitments made to service providers, no refunds will be made for conference registrations, workshops, tours, meal functions, or special event tickets after July 3, 2019.
SPECIAL NEEDS
Please indicate on the registration form any physical or dietary special needs. SWCS is committed to meeting the needs of persons covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act.
WORKSHOPS, TOURS, AND SPECIAL EVENT TICKETS
Workshops, tours, and special events tickets will be handled on a reserved ticket basis only and do not need to accompany a conference registration. Tickets will be sold at the conference based on availability, but it is best to purchase as early as possible to guarantee participation. Workshops, tours, and special event functions may be cancelled without sufficient participation. These events are subject to minimum and maximum capacity controls. SWCS reserves the right to cancel if minimum registrations are not reached or for other reasons beyond our control. Maximums may also be adjusted, so reserve your space early. If a tour is cancelled or minimums are not met, attendees will have the option to exchange tickets for another tour or request a full refund. Refunds for cancelled activities will be given after the conclusion of the annual conference.
ACCOMMODATIONS Hotel
To view options for SWCS discounted hotel room blocks, please visit www.swcs.org/19AC.
Transportation
The Wyndham Grand is located approximately 25 minutes from the Pittsburgh International Airport. Our recommended economical method of travel to and from the airport is to take a taxi, Uber, Lyft, or arrange a discounted shuttle through Super Shuttle at https:// group.supershuttle.com/group-page/swcs-2019-annualconference/.
For additional transportation information, please visit www.swcs.org/19AC.
Conference attendee lists will be shared with this year's Annual Conference sponsors. You have the option to opt out of sharing your contact information on the registration form.
REGISTRATION
Not a member of SWCS? Join today! Include a SWCS Conservationist level membership ($115) and save on registration. 
Registration Categories
